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Ahmed Shah Durani, who had captured Delhi, was
marching on Bengal, and he asked Olive to assist him
with troops. On the 10th of the same month, being
still under the influence of his fears, Surajah Dowlah told
Mr. Watts that if the English attacked Ohandernagore
he would not interfere, and wrote to Watson, " You have
understanding and generosity; if your enemy with an
upright heart claims your protection, you will give him
his life, "but then you must be well satisfied of the
innocence of his intentions; if not, whatever you think
right, that do." This letter, obtained, it is said, by
bribing the Nawab's secretary, was received on the 13th,
and the same day Olive, who had moved up from
Calcutta, summoned the French to surrender. Chander-
nagore was defended by a square bastioned fort mount-
ing over eighty guns, well supplied with military stores,
and protected, on the land side, by a dry ditch and glacis.
Batteries had been thrown up to command all approaches
by land and water, and ships had been sunk to obstruct
the navigation of the Hooghly. The garrison consisted
of "more than five hundred Europeans and seven
hundred blacks, all carrying arms/3 On March 14th
Olive drove the French out of their advanced batteries,
and on the 23rd the garrison surrendered to Watson,
who had brought his ships up through an opening in the
closed channel that had been disclosed to him by a
French deserter. The English ships were anchored so
close to the fort that the musket-balls fired from their
tops were flattened against the walls of the governor's
palace, and the loss on both sides was heavy. The
Admiral's flagship was hulled more than a hundred
times, and every officer but one was killed or wounded.